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WELCOME TO 

PETERBOROUGH CATHEDRAL 
 
 

The Greeting 

 

  Grace, mercy and peace 

  from God our Father 

  and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

All:   And also with you. 

 
The Vice-Dean introduces the service  

 
 

Hymn 
  

 
 

1.Christ is made the sure foundation, 

   and the precious corner-stone, 

who, the two walls underlying, 

   bound in each, binds both in one, 

holy Sion’s help for ever, 

   and her confidence alone. 

 

2. All that dedicated city, 

   dearly loved by God on high, 

in exultant jubilation 

   pours perpetual melody, 

God the One, in threefold glory, 

   singing everlastingly. 

 

 

 

3.To this temple, where we call thee, 

   come, O Lord of hosts, today; 

with thy wonted loving-kindness, 

   hear thy people as they pray; 

and thy fullest benediction 

   shed within its walls for ay. 

 

4. Laud and honour to the Father; 

   laud and honour to the Son, 

laud and honour to the Spirit, 

   ever Three, and ever One, 

one in love and one in splendour, 

while unending ages run.  Amen. 

 
Words: Latin, c 7th–8th century, trans. John Mason Neale 

Tune: Westminster Abbey 

 



Prayers of Penitence 

 

 

We run the race set before us, 

surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses. 

Therefore let us lay aside every weight, 

and the sin which clings so closely, 

bringing them to Jesus in penitence and faith. 

 

All: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 

 we have sinned against you  

 and against our neighbour 

 in thought and word and deed, 

 through negligence, through weakness, 

 through our own deliberate fault. 

 We are truly sorry 

 and repent of all our sins. 

 For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

 who died for us, 

 forgive us all that is past, 

 and grant that we may serve you in newness of life 

 to the glory of your name. 

 Amen. 

 

Almighty God, 

who forgives all who truly repent, 

have mercy upon you, 

pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 

and keep you in life eternal; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen. 

 

The Collect 

 

Let us pray. 

 

Almighty God, 

who inspired your apostle Saint Peter 

to confess Jesus as Christ and Son of the living God: 

build up your Church upon this rock, 

that in unity and peace it may proclaim one truth  

and follow one Lord, your Son our Saviour Christ, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever.  

All:   Amen. 
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First Reading  

 

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 

 

About that time King Herod laid violent hands upon some who belonged to the church. He 

had James, the brother of John, killed with the sword. After he saw that it pleased the Jews, 

he proceeded to arrest Peter also (this was during the festival of Unleavened Bread). When 

he had seized him, he put him in prison and handed him over to four squads of soldiers to 

guard him, intending to bring him out to the people after the Passover. While Peter was 

kept in prison, the church prayed fervently to God for him.  

The very night before Herod was going to bring him out, Peter, bound with two chains, was 

sleeping between two soldiers, while guards in front of the door were keeping watch over 

the prison. Suddenly an angel of the Lord appeared and a light shone in the cell. He tapped 

Peter on the side and woke him, saying, "Get up quickly," and the chains fell off his wrists. 

The angel said to him, "Fasten your belt and put on your sandals." He did so. Then he said 

to him, "Wrap your cloak around you and follow me." Peter went out and followed him; he 

did not realise that what was happening with the angel's help was real; he thought he was 

seeing a vision. After they had passed the first and the second guard, they came before the 

iron gate leading into the city. It opened for them of its own accord, and they went outside 

and walked along a lane, when suddenly the angel left him.      
                                                                Acts 12: 1-11 

 

This is the word of the Lord. 

All:   Thanks be to God. 

 

Music: Tu es Petrus 

Tu es Petrus et super hanc petram aedificabo ecclesiam meam. 

You are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my Church. 

Text: St Matthew 16:18 

 Music: Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina 

 

Second Reading 

 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

 

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, ‘Who do 

people say that the Son of Man is?’ And they said, ‘Some say John the Baptist, but others 

Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.’ He said to them, ‘But who do you 

say that I am?’ Simon Peter answered, ‘You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.’     

And Jesus answered him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not 

revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this 

rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. I will give you 

the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in 

heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.’   

                                                                                                    Matthew 16:13-19   
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This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

All: Praise to you, O Christ.  

Homily 

The Reverend Canon Sarah Brown, Canon Missioner   
 

 Statement of Faith 

All:  We believe in God the Father 

  from whom every family  

  in earth and heaven is named. 

  We believe in God the Son, 

  who lives in us through faith, 

  and fills us with his love. 

  We believe in God the Holy Spirit 

  who strengthens us  

  with power from on high. 

  We believe in one God; 

  Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession 
 

Encouraged by our fellowship with Peter and all the saints, 

let us make our prayers to the Father through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Father, your Son called men and women to leave the past behind  

and to follow him as his disciples in the way of the cross.  

Look with mercy upon those whom he calls today,  

marks with the cross and makes his disciples within the Church. 

In this place, named after Peter the rock on whom the Church is built, we give 

thanks for our Cathedral foundation  

and all who contribute to it in so many ways.  

Lord, have mercy. 

All:  Christ, have mercy. 
 

Your Son told his disciples not to be afraid  

and at Easter breathed on them his gift of peace.  

Look with mercy upon the world into which he sent them out,  

and give it that peace for which it longs. 

Lord have mercy. 

All:  Christ, have mercy. 
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Your Son formed around him a company  

who were no longer servants but friends,  

and he called all those who obeyed him  

his brother and sister and mother.  

Look with mercy upon our families and our friends  

and upon the communities in which we share,  

especially for this city which bears the name of Peter. 

Lord have mercy. 

All:  Christ, have mercy. 
 

Your Son sent out disciples to preach and heal the sick.  

Look with mercy on all those who yearn to hear the good news  

of salvation, and renew among your people the gifts of healing…. 

Lord, have mercy. 

All:  Christ, have mercy. 
 

Your Son promised to those who followed him  

that they would share the banquet of the kingdom.  

According to your promise, look with mercy  

on those who have walked with Christ in this life  

and now have passed through death…. 

Lord, have mercy. 

All:  Christ, have mercy. 
 

Almighty God, 

Grant that your Church 

may faithfully hold and make known 

the faith that has come to us through the apostles, 

that with them and all your saints 

we may inherit the glories of eternal life; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All:  Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

  As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 
 

All:   Our Father in heaven, 

  hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever.  Amen. 
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Commemoration of Founders and Benefactors 

While the list of benefactors is read out, the following music will be played 

 

Petre ego pro te rogavi 

 

Petre, ego pro te rogavi ut non deficiat fides tua: et tu aliquando conversus confirma fratres 

tuos. Caro et sanguis non revelavit tibi, sed Pater meus, qui est in caelis. 

 

Peter, I have prayed for you that your faith will not fail; and that you, when you have turned back 

again, may strengthen your brethren. Flesh and blood have not revealed this to you, but my Father 

who is in heaven.  

 

Music: Francisco Guerrero 

From the CD Katherine’s Cradle directed by Andrew Reid 

 

Before God, at this time when we are still unable to worship together in our Cathedral, we 

still give thanks for all who have been part of its life down the centuries, and we pray for a 

renewing of its life and witness as we prepare for a new phase of ministry in the near 

future.  

 

We remember all those who have worshipped in this place, and we give thanks for their 

witness.  

Among those for whom we give thanks and are now at rest, we name in particular: 

 

Peada and Oswy, who first founded a Minster here in praise of Christ  

and in honour of St Peter; 

Seaxwulf, the first abbot of Medehampstede; 

Aethelwold and Dunstan who oversaw its refounding in the tenth century; 

Kyneburgha, Kyneswitha and Tibba, Oswald and Thomas Becket:  

holy men and women whose remains were venerated here: 

Lord of all, accept our thanks and praise. 

 

Abbot John, who began the new abbey church here over 900 years ago; 

Hugh Candidus, who wrote the first history of the Abbey and preserved its memory for 

future generations; 

Walter of Bury, who furnished the Abbey with its wooden ceiling; 

Robert Kirkton, who funded the New Building; 

and John Wastell, whose fan vaulting raises our eyes to heaven: 

Lord of all, accept our thanks and praise. 

 

George Gilbert Scott, who oversaw the repainting of the Nave ceiling; 

John Loughborough Pearson, who placed St Peter at the top of the baldachino; 

George Pace and Frank Roper, who draw all eyes to the figure of your Son  

as they enter the Cathedral; 

Countless craftsmen in wood, glass and stone,  

whose names we will never know, but whose skill and care have outlived them: 

Lord of all, accept our thanks and praise. 
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We give thanks for those who, in our own day, contribute to the maintenance and 

beautification of this Cathedral Church: for the Company of St Peter, the Friends of 

Peterborough Cathedral, the Peterborough Cathedral Trust, and the Hastings Music 

Endowment Trust,  who each in their various ways continue to care for this house of God: 

for all those benefactors who continue to support the fabric, ministry and mission of the 

Cathedral today;  among those who have left bequests over the last year we give thanks for 

Raymond Venimore Jack Butt, Mavis Venables, and David John Smith; and for the Cathedral 

staff and volunteers who enable so many people to discover it afresh:   

Lord of all, accept our thanks and praise. 

 

We give thanks for all those who down the ages  

have adorned this holy house with the beauty of music:  

for those who give of their time, talent and skill  

as singers, organists, teachers and Directors of Music;  

and for all those groups and individuals  

whose generosity enables new generations  

to discover the riches of our musical tradition:  

Lord of all, accept our thanks and praise. 

 

Almighty God, 

whom the glorious company of the redeemed adore: 

we give thanks for the generosity of our benefactors,  

both past and present; 

and we pray that, strengthened by your grace 

and inspired by their example, 

we may ever continue to use this Cathedral church 

in the service of your kingdom, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Eternal and infinite God,  

whose nature is beyond our understanding 

and whose beauty we can neither imagine nor express; 

be gracious to all who delight to make this earthly house 

to be an image of the glory of heaven. 

Through their gifts and labours  

bring them to the joy of the Holy City; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who, with the Father and the Holy Spirit,  

is one God now and for ever.  Amen. 
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Hymn  

 

 
 

Praise, my soul, the King of heaven; 

   to his feet thy tribute bring. 

Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, 

   who like me his praise should sing? 

      Praise him!  Praise him! 

Praise the everlasting King. 

 

Praise him for his grace and favour 

   to our fathers in distress; 

praise him still the same for ever, 

   slow to chide, and swift to bless, 

      Praise him!  Praise him! 

                Glorious in his faithfulness. 

 

Father-like, he tends and spares us; 

   well our feeble frame he knows; 

in his hands he gently bears us, 

   rescues us from all our foes. 

      Praise him!  Praise him! 

Widely as his mercy flows. 

 

Angels, help us to adore him; 

   ye behold him face to face; 

sun and moon, bow down before him; 

   dwellers all in time and space. 

      Praise him!  Praise him! 

Praise with us the God of grace. 

 
Words: H.F. Lyte 

Tune: Praise my Soul 
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Blessing 

 

 

God, who has prepared for you a city with eternal foundations, 

bring you, with Peter and all the saints, 

to the eternal and triumphant joy of that city; 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always. 

All:   Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

Organ Voluntary 
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